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Living Constantinople.

Panoramn of the Stambon! Bridyge,

[ From * Constantinople,” by Edmondo de Amieis, |

To see the population of Constantinople it is well to go
upon the floating bridge, abont one-guarter of a mile In
length, which extends from the most advaneed point ol
Galata to the opposite shore of the Golden Horn, heing
the great mogque of the Sultana Valide. Both shores are
European territory : but the bridge may be said to connect
Asin to Enrope, because in Stamboul there is nothing
Europenn save the ground, and even the Christian suburbs
that crown it are of Asiatic eharacter and color.  The Gol-
den Horn, which has the look of a river, separates two
worlds, like the ocean. The news of events in BEurope
which circulates in Galata and Pera clearly and minutely,
and much discussed, arrives on the other shore confused,
and garbled, like a distant echo: the fame of greal men
and great things in tho west is stopped by that narrow
water as by an insuperable barrier. and over that bridge,
where every day » hundred thousand people pass, not one
iden passes in_ten yvears.

Staning there one can see all Constantinople go by in
an hour.  Whatever can be imagined rhist is most extrava.
gant in type, costume and social eluss may thers be seen
within the space of 20 paces and 10 minutes of time, DBe
hind a throng of Turkish porters who pass rmnning, aund
beuding under enormons buedens, advances & “edan chatr,
mlaid with ivory and mother-of-pearl, and bearing an Ar-
menian lady ; and at either side of it o Bedonin wrapped
in a white mantle, and a Turk in moslin tarban and sky-
blue caftan, beside whom eanters a young Greek gentleman
followed by his dragoman in embrosdered vest, and a Der-
vise with his tall conical hat aud tunpie of camel’s hair,
who makes way for the carringe of a European ambassa-
dor, preceded by his runving footman in gorgeons livery.
All this is only seen in a glimpse, and the next moment
you find yourself in the midst of a erowd of Persiuns, in
pyramnidal bonnets of Astrakan fur,! who are followed
by a Hebrew in a long yellow coat, open at the sides; a
frowzy-headed Gypsy woman with her child in a bag at
her back ; a Catholic priest with breviary aond siaff; while
in the midst of a confused throng of Greeks, Turks and
Armenians, comes a big ennuch on horsebuek, erying out,
“Larya!” (make way !) and preceding a Turkish carriage,
painted with flowers and birds, and filled with the ladies
of a harem, dressed in green and violet. and wrapped in
large white veils : behind a sister of charity from the hos-
pital at Pera, an African slave canying a monkey, and a
professional story-teller in a necromancers habit, and what
18 quite natural, but appears strange to the new-comer, all
these diverse people pass each other without a look, like
crowd in Loundon ; and not a single eountenance wears u
smile. The Albanian, in his winte petticoat and with pis
tols in his sash. beside the Tavtar, dressed in sheep-skins ;
the Turk, astride of his caparisoned ass, threads pom-
pously two long strings of camels ; behind an adjutant of
an imperial prince, mounted upon his Arab steed, clatters
a cart filled with all the odd domestic rabbish of a Turkish
household ; the Mohammedan woman afoot, the veiled
slave woman, the Greck with her red cap and her hair on
her shoulders, the Malteese hooded in her black faldetta,
the Hebrew woman dressed in the antique costume of In-
dia, the negress wrapped in a many-colored shawl from
Cairo, the Armenian from Trebizond, all veiled in black
like a funeral apparition, are seen in single file, as if placed
there on purpose to be contrasted with each other.

It a changing mosaie of races and religions that is com-
posed and scattered continually with a rapidity that the
eye can scarcely tollow, It is amusing to look only atthe
passing feet and see all the foot coverings in the world go
by, from that of Adam up to the latest fashion in Marisian
boot—yellow Turkish babouches, red Armesian, blue
Greek and black Jewish shoes; sandals, low.cut slippers.
leg pieces of many colors, belonging to horsemen from
Asia Minor, gold embroidered shoes, Spanish alporgatos,
shoes of satin, of twine, of rags, of wood, so ‘'many that
while you look at one you eateh a glimpse of a hundred
more,  One must be on the alert not to be jostled and
overthrown at every step, Now it is 4 water earrier with
& colored jar upon his back: now a Russian lady on horse-
back; now a squad of imperial soldiers in zouave dress.
and stepping as if to an assault; now a crew of Arvmenian
porters, two and two, carrying on their shonlders immense
birs, from whigh are suspended great bales of merchan-
dise; aud now ¢ throng of Turks who dart from left to
right of the nwdge te embark in the steamers that lie
there. There is a tread of many feet. & murmuring,
sonnd of voices, gutteral notes, aspirations interjectional,
ineomprehensible and strange, among which o few French
or Hallan words that veseh the ear seem like luminous
points npon & black davkness. The tigures that most at-
tract the eye in all this crowd are the Circassians, who go
in gronps of three and five together, with slow steps, big-
bearded meu of a towrible countenance, wearing bearskin
cinps like the old Napoleonie guards, long, black caftans,
daguers at their givdles and silver enviridge-boxes on their
breasts; veal figures of banditti, who look as they had
cole L Constantinople to sell a danghter or a sister——
with their hands imbued with Russian blood. Then the
Syciaus, with robes in the form of Byzuutine dolmatie,
and theiv heads enveloped in gold-striped handkerchiofs;
Bulgarvians, dressod in coarse serge, and caps encireled
with fir; Geoxgians in hats of varnished leather, their tun.
los bound round the waist with metal givdles; Greeks from

the Archipelago, covered from head to foot with emhroi-'
dery, tassels and shining buitons. i
From time to time the erewd slackers a Jittle; bnat in- |
stantly other groups advanse, waving with red caps and |
whi%e turbans, amid whigh 'he eylindrical hats, ambrollas
and pyramidal headdresses of Europeans, male and fe- |
male, seem to float, borne dnward with that Musselman |
torrent,
gions. :
The shining bald hiead of the Capuchin friar, the tower-
ing janissary turban ol an Ulema, alternate with the black
veil of an Armenian priesty Imaums with whife tunies,
veiled nuns, chaplains of the Turkish aimy, dressed in
groen, with sabres at theip sides, Dominican friars, pil-
grims retarned from Mecon with a talisman hanging af
their necks, Jesnits, Dervisss, and this is very strange,
Dervises that tear their own flesh in expiation of their |
sing, and cross the bridge ypder a sun-umbrella, all pass |
by. If you arve attentive, § -0 may notice ia the throng a
thousand amnsing incidente Here is & enuueh,; showing
the white of his eve to a Christian exquisite, who has
gleneed too curiously intoskhe eavriage of his mistress;
there is a French cocotte, dbassed alter the latest fashion
plate, leadhing by the hand vae beloved and bejeweled son
of a pasha: or a lady of Staiboul, feigning to adjust her
veil that she may peer mort gasily at the train of a lady
of Pora: or a sergeant of entaley in full uniform stopping
in the middle of the bridge s> blow his nose with his fin-
gers in a way to give one'mald chill; or a quack, taking
his last sous from some pog@devil, and making a cabalis-
tie gesture over his face tofire him of sore eyes.
Sometimes there passes 8fnighty pasha with thiree tails,
lonnging in a splendid jage; followed by his pipe-
bearer, and one hlack sk é_id then all the Turks salute,
touching the forehead . bregst, and the mendieant
women—horrible witches, $ita ninfiled faces and naked
breasts—run after the cafijage arying for charity. Fu-
nuchs not on service pass Hetwys and threes and fives to- |
gether, cigaretie in mouth ais are recognized by their
corpulence, their long atmiy, aid their black babits. Lit-
‘e Tmkish giviz, dressod W30y ogresn, fall treusers
and rose or yellow vests, run and jump with feline agility,
making way for themselves with their henna-tinted hands.
Bootblacks with gilded boxes, barbers with bench and ba-
sin i hand. sellers of water and sweetmeats, cleave the
press in every direction, sereaming in Greek and Tarkish.
At every step comes glittering a military division, officers
in fez and scarlet trousers, their breasts constellated with
medals ; grooms {rom the seraglio, looking like generals

It is amazing evel, to note the variety of reli-

of the avmy ; gendarmes, with a whole arsenal as their
belts : zeibecks, or free soldiers, with those enormouas
baggy trousers that make them resemble in protile the

Hottentot Venus : imperial guards, with long white plames
upon their casques and gold-bedizened breasts; city guards
of Constantinople—guards, as one might say, required to
keep back the waves of the Atlantic Ocean. The con-
trasts between all this gold and all those rags, between
people loaded down with garments, looking like walking
bazaars, and people almost naked, are most extraordinary.
The spectacle of so much undity is alone a wonder. Here
are to be seen all shades of skin color, from the milky
whiteness of Albania to the crow-blackness of Central
Africa and the binish-blackness off Durfur ; chests that, if
yon struck upon them, would resound like a huge bass or
rattle like pottery : backs vily, stony, full of wrinkles, and
hairy, like the back of a wild boar; arms embossed with
red and blue, and decorated with designs of flowers and
inseriptions irom the Koran.  Butit is not possible to ob-
serve all this in one's tirst pussage over the bridze. While
you are examining a tattoo on an arm, your guide warns
you that a Wallachian, a Servian, a Mountenegrin, a Cos
sack of the Dow, a Cossack of the Ukraine, an Egyptian,
a native of Tunis, a prinece of Imerezia is passing by. It
seems that Constantinople is the same as it alwavs was-
the capital of three continents and the queen of twenty
vice realms. But even this idea is insufficient to account
for the spectacle, and one Gancies a tide of emigration,
produced by some enormous cataclvsm, that has over-
turned the antique continent,

Seekers after the beautiful or the horrible will e fnd
their most audacious desires fultilled ; Raphael would be
in ecestasies, sud Rembrandt would tear his hair. The
purest types of Greek and Csucasian beanty are mingled
with flat noses and woolly heads: queens and fairies DASS
beside you: lovely faces and faces deformed by disease
and wounds: monstrous leet, and tiny Circassian feet o
longer than vour hand, gigantie porters, enormously cor-
pulent Turks and biack sticks of skeleton shadows of
meu that fill you with pity and disgust; every strangost
in whioh can be presented the ascetie life, the abuse ol
pleasure, extreme fi'u“g'h!. the excess of opulence and the
misery that kilis, Who loves colors may here have his
fill. No two tigures ave dressed alike. Here are shawls
twisted arouud the head, savage Hllets, coronets of rags,
skirts and under-vests in stripes and squares like harle
quins, girdles stuck full of kuives that reach to the arm-
pits, Mameluke short drawers, skirts, togas,
trailing sheets, coats trimmed with ermine, vests like
golden cuirasses, siveves puffed and slushed, habits monk-
wsh and habits covered with gold lace, men dressed like
women, and women that look like men; beggars with the
port of princes, a ragued eolegance. a profusion of colors,
of muges, tags, and Huttering ends of childish and the-
atrical decorations, that remind one of a masguerade in a
mad-house, for which all the old clothes dealers in the
universe have emptiod their stores.

The first amazement over, the festive colors fade; it is

LIOse s,

!
|

no longer a grand carnival procession that is pasain.%: it is
humanity itself fil:ng by with all its miseries and follies,
with all the infinite discords of its belief and its laws; it
i & pilgrimage of a debased people and a fallen race; an

immensity of suffering to be helped, of shame to be washed

out, of chains to be broken; an accumulation of tremen-

dous problems written in characters of blood, which can

nnlly be solved by torrents of blood; and it is all horribly
sad,
e S

A Happy Form of Insanity.

Prof. MeDonald recently delivered an éxcesdingly in-
teresting leeture at the New York University Medical Col-
lege, on that form of insanity known as general paresis.
The lecture was illustrated by eight inmates of Ward's
Island Asylam, who sat quietly upon the platform until
called upon to speak. The cases of general paresis gen-
erally comes from the better class of society, At fivst the
patient suffers great mental depression, and that is fol-
lowed by elation of the spirits to such a degree that the
vietim always imagines himself possessed of great wealth,
power, or social infinence. After ocenpying half an hour
in lecturing, Prof. MeDonald ealled up the patients one
by one to speak for themselves. They spoke freéely in an-
swer fto questions, each claiming for himself enormons
wealth, power, and influence. The professor said that a
peculiarity about these patients was that they not only be.
lieved themselves to be sane, but neyver doubted the sanity
of other patients similarly afii:eted. They often formed
copartnerships in the asyhun for carrying on great enter-
prises, He koew a patient who imagined that he owned
all the steamships in the world, and another who imsgined
he owned all the dried apples in the world. They formed
a co-partnership. agrgeing that the dried apples should be
shipped on board the steamers and transported to all

points of the world, calenlating the profits at fabulous

prices.
The Secience of Naval Warfars.

A sorvespondent writing of a recent reconnoissance of
the Turkish fleet toward Sebastopol, says, ‘¢ Before con-
cluding I may say a few words respecting the admirable
manner in which the concentration of the enemy’s fire
was managed. They had evidently adopted the ‘ Siemens
and Haiske's' stadiometer, an iustrument by which the
position of any vessel entering a harbor or the distance of
any object in view can be ascertained 4t a moment’s no-
tice. Two observers are required at the end of a Dbase
line, and they have merely to follow the motions of the
object, i moyving, or bring it in the center of the field of
their respective telescopes. The observer at the oue end
his Qs telescope aflixed to a table on which is spread a
chart of the harbor marked off in squares, each of which
is numbered. The pedestal of his telescope carries a light
pointer, either of glass or a light, open, narrow f(rame,
At the other end of this table is a similar pointer, attached
to machinery placed within a small box situated under-
neath, which is worked by currents of electricity sent from
an clectro-magnetic battery at the other station. The
moving of the telescope, in fact, canses the rotary motion
necessary tor the reduction of the electricity, and every-
thing is so adjusted that the movements of this teleseope
and of the pointer at the table shall always correspond.
When both the telescopes are pointed at the same object
the pointers cross, and the seale of the chart being in ae-
cordance with and in proportion to the base line, the
point of intersection naturally shows the section of the
harbor in which the objeet is to he fonnd., Similar maps
being placed in all the forts and batteries, it is very easy
to communicate by Hashing signals the number of the
square in which the envmy’s ship happens to be, and thus
the range at each point oan be at onee ascertained, and
the guns laid accordingly. During the day, when the sun
i shining, mirrors answer this purpose admirably ; and

at night the tashing of a lantern will equally serve to tel-
egraph the reguired information,
———— -

Survival of the Fittest.

I'he Darwinian doctrine of the survival of the fittest in
wimal life, in its relation to the perfection of the spe-
cies, says the Philadelphia TTmes, 18 quite as applicable
to the vegetable world, as many carelful cultivalors are
AwWare. [‘fl\' 1!1&&?1&.'{‘ -Ii- Ny ;.llil_'; ?iit' hrh[ l'n[' -.g}u'.l, if.ltlUpt-
ed by the farming community generally, would increase
the average production to an extent little dreasned of,
Mhe vsual practice is just the other way., Small potatoes
we not only saved for seed, but there are many who as-
sort that they see & prolit m it—an erroneous idea which
caninot oo soon be corrected. o respect Lo grain there
% less variety of opinion. The following, which comes Lo
us in an exchange, confirms the principle

“A farmer, well known for his care in the selection ol
his seed, made it & practice to set apart each year a oer-
tain portion of his felds for the mising of seed. Upon
Lhese soed plats nong but the most select seed was used,
and of a given quality. The best cultivation was given,
vithout regard to cost, snd the product of these seed-plats
was used for the general crops: the top or extra graiu be-
ing carefully sorted asch year, to be again sown for fature
seed. Thus he always had none but the best and most
mature seed for sowing, sad siways obtained an extra
prige Mrom others, for seed from his fields, But his own
selected seed for these seed-plats could not be bought at
any priee.™
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